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HAPPY CHRISTMAS!
On behalf of all the staff in Our Lady’s School, I would

like to wish all of our students and their families a
joyful Christmas and a peaceful 2026!

Gráinne Byrne
Principal



MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM THE 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM

The Christmas atmosphere could be felt all around the school this term.
Although the days became colder and darker, the school was full of
warmth thanks to the many activities and events that took place over
the past few months.

It has been an exciting term for sport. Both the Junior and Senior
camogie teams had fantastic campaigns, reaching the Division 1A finals,
with the junior team progressing to the All-Ireland series after a thrilling
one-point victory. Hockey teams were also busy, with many competitive
matches played, and a group of students had the opportunity to attend
the FIH Pro League in Abbottstown to watch world-class hockey. The
Badminton teams made a strong start to their season, winning all their
opening league matches, while the U19 basketball team qualified for
the All-Ireland draw. This year also marked a first for Our Lady’s with
the introduction of a First Year soccer team.

Beyond sport, the P5s organised a beautiful Nuns’ Feast Day ceremony,
celebrating the history and legacy of the Sisters in our school,
supported by wonderful performances from the choir. December was
filled with festive fun, including an Advent Calendar of activities and a
special visit from Elfaba from the North Pole. The LCA class also
organised the Gifts to the Crib ceremony, with the school community
donating generously to those in need.

The term ended on a high with a festive last
day, culminating in the much-loved OLS
Carol Ceremony organised by C5. We hope
everyone enjoys a restful Christmas and
wish all a Happy New Year.

— Sadhbh, Estella & Aoife 🎄



C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O  T H E  W I N N E R S
O F  T H E  I N T E R H O U S E  C O M P E T I T I O N S !

L  H O U S E  &  M  H O U S E

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

JA N I C E  D S O U Z A  ( 6 C ) ,  
A B BY  O ' RO U R K E  ( T 1 )  A N D

 N E I S H A  FA I R B RO T H E R
( T 4 ) ,  R E P R E S E N T E D  O L S  AT
T H E  CO M H A I R L E  NA  NO G .

W E L L  D O N E  T O  C A R A  S U L L I V A N  O N
W I N N I N G  T H E  6 T H  Y E A R  S T U D Y

H A M P E R  A T  T H E  R E V I S I O N  W O R K S H O P  



OLS CELEBRATIONS

O L S  C H R I S T M A S
R A F F L E

G I F T S  T O  T H E
C R I B

T H E  A N N U A L  G I F T S  T O
T H E  C R I B  T O O K  P L A C E

O N  T H U R S D A Y  4
D E C E M B E R .  A  H U G E

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  A L L  T H E
S T U D E N T S  A N D  S T A F F

W H O  B R O U G H T  G I F T S  O N
T H E  D A Y .   L A R G E

A M O U N T S  O F  T O Y S ,
C L O T H E S ,  T O I L E T R I E S

A N D  T R E A T S  W E R E
D O N A T E D  T O  S T  V I N C E N T

D E  P A U L ,  C R U M L I N ’ S
C H I L D R E N  H O S P I T A L ,

A N D  S A O I R S E  W O M E N ’ S
R E F U G E .  

T H

C H R I S T M A S
J U M P E R  C A T W A L K



T H E  N U N S ’  F E A ST
DAY

C H R I S T M A S  K A R A O K E  

2 N D  Y E A R  C H R I S T M A S  F A I R

C H R I ST M A S  H O U S E
A S S E M B LY



CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

There has been much spiritual activity and nourishment since August.
Our students have benefitted from a reflective retreat with our 5  and
6  Years enjoying great days in Glendalough.

th

th

We marked several significant celebrations including Opening Year
Mass in September, the Nuns’ Feast Day in November, Gifts to the Crib
on 11 December and the Christmas Carol Service on the 19  of
December.

th

In addition our student faith leaders on the Le Chéile Council are
playing a vital role in the development of spirituality in our school.  
Amie Lynch (L5) from the Le Cheile Council has written her own
reflections on the work of the Council thus far.

 Mr Tom Sneyd, Chaplain



In this school year, the Le Chéile Council has been very active in helping to
promote prayer, reflection and a sense of community within our school. We
meet every Monday at lunchtime to plan for the week ahead and to discuss
new ideas and ways we can support the spiritual life of the school.

One of the main things we have organised this year is morning meditation
before school. These sessions have provided students with a calm and
peaceful start to the day and have been really well received. We also hold a
prayer or meditation service most Fridays at lunchtime. Usually, two girls
from the Council put the service together. We also make an announcement
over the intercom to let students know about it and encourage everyone to
attend.

We have also set up a sacred space in Reception to mark the different
liturgical seasons. During December, we have been making announcements
over the intercom about the meaning of Advent. The Advent candles are
displayed in reception to help mark this important time in the school year.

Being part of the Le Chéile Council has been a really enjoyable and rewarding
experience for me. It is great to be involved in something that helps bring
people together and supports the values of our school. We are looking
forward to continuing our work and planning more activities in the new year.        
(Amie Lynch, L5)



ACTIVE SCHOOL FLAG

W H O L E  S C H O O L  B E N C H B A L L

R U N  I N  
T H E  D A R K

O L Y M P I C  R I N G S  O F
F R I E N D S H I P  



T YS  H A D  T H E  FA N TA ST I C
O P P O RT U N I T Y  T O  WO R K  W I T H
I R I S H  AU T H O R  JA M E S  B U T L E R

I N  T E R E N U R E  L I B R A RY  O N  T H E
1 8 T H  O F  NOV E M B E R .  T H E Y

T O O K  PA RT  I N  A N  E NGAG I NG
D I S C U S S I O N  A N D  S H A R E D

T H E I R  R E V I E WS  O F  H I S  N E W
NOV E L ,  ‘ C RY I NG  WO L F ’.

T H E  L C A S  H A D  A  G R E A T  T I M E
C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  E N D  O F  T H E  T E R M

I C E  S K A T I N G

CO NG R AT U L AT I O N S  T O  T H E  T Y  ST U D E N T S
W H O  P E R F O R M E D  B R I L L I A N T LY  AT  T H E

L E I N ST E R  D E BAT E S  CO M P E T I T I O N !

TY & LCA 
UPDATE

T H E  L CA  C L A S S  V I S I T  T O
T E R E N U R E  GA R DA

STAT I O N  



T H E  T Y  E NG L I S H  C L A S S E S  V I S I T E D  ST
P I U S  NAT I O NA L  S C H O O L  F O R  S O M E

PA I R E D  R E A D I NG  W I T H  S E N I O R
I N FA N T S .  T H E Y  P R E S E N T E D  T H E

B E AU T I F U L  C H I L D R E N ' S  B O O K S  T H E Y
H A D  W R I T T E N ,  D E S I G N E D  A N D

CO M P I L E D  T H E M S E LV E S .  

T H E  T Y  H O RT I C U LT U R E
C L A S S  B U S Y  P L A N T I NG

T U L I P  B U L B S  W I T H
T H E I R  T E AC H E R

M R  K E E S H A N

A L E X  H I B B E R T ,  A R C T I C
E X P L O R E R  S P O K E  T O  T Y S

A B O U T  H I S  I N C R E D I B L E
A D V E N T U R E S  I N  T H E

A R T I C

T H E  T Y  E N T E R P R I S E  C L A S S  H A D  A  V I S I T
F RO M  A  BA N K  O F  I R E L A N D

R E P R E S E N TAT I V E



CAMOGIE

W E L L  D O N E  T O  O U R  S E N I O R  CA M O G I E  T E A M  O N  A NO T H E R
FA N TA ST I C  S E A S O N  A N D  R E AC H I NG  T H E  S E N I O R  D U B L I N

F I NA L .  T H A N K  YO U  T O  M R  CA N T W E L L  &  M R  H A N NA N.

SENIOR

A  H U G E  C O NG R AT U L AT I O N S  T O  O U R  J U N I O R  CA M O G I E  T E A M
W H O  A R E  NOW  I N  T H E  J U N I O R  D U B L I N  A  F I NA L  F O R  T H E
T H I R D  Y E A R  I N  A  ROW.  T H E  G I R L S  P U T  I N  A  FA N TA ST I C

D I S P L AY  T O  B E AT  C O L Á I ST E  Í O SAGÁ I N  BY  A  S C O R E L I N E  O F  5 -
1 0  T O  3 - 8 .  T H A N K  YO U  T O  M R  CA N T W E L L  A N D  M R  GA M M E L L .

JUNIOR



HOCKEY

 O u r  M i n o r  1  t e a m  wo n  2 - 0  a ga i n s t  S u t t o n  Pa r k
i n  t h e  M i n o r  C u p .  T h a n k  yo u  t o  M r  Ur w i n  a n d  M r  Wi l l i a m s o n .

 O u r  S e n i o r  1 s  b e a t  L o r e t o  B a l b r i g ga n  a n d  M o u n t  Te m p l e  3 - 1  a n d  4 - 2
r e s p e c t i ve ly.  T h a n k  yo u  t o  a l l  o f  o u r  H o ckey  c o a ch e s .  



SOCCER

O u r  L a d y ’s  S ch o o l  p l aye d  t h e i r  f i r s t  c o m p e t i t i ve  s o c c e r  m a t ch  t h i s
t e r m .  O u r  n ew  F i r s t  Ye a r  t e a m  t o o k  o n  L o r e t o  B r ay  o n  t h e  a s t r o

p i t ch  i n  Te m p l e o g u e  U t d  w i n n i n g  t o  3 - 2 .  T h a n k  yo u  t o
M r  G a m m e l l ,  M r  B e rg i n  a n d  M r  M a h e r.

BADMINTON

T h e  U 1 4  B a d m i n t o n  t e a m s  h ave  h a d  a  g r e a t  s t a r t  t o  t h e  s e a s o n  w i t h  a  n u m b e r  o f
c o m p r e h e n s i ve  w i n s  i n c l u d i n g  a ga i n s t  Wo o d b r o o k  a n d  L o r e t o .

T h a n k  yo u  t o  M r  C l e a r y  a n d  M r  K i e r a n .



BASKETBALL

 O u r  U  1 9  B a s ke t b a l l
t e a m  h a d  a  d e c i s i ve

v i c t o r y  w i n n i n g  6 5  - 1 8
a ga i n s t  L o r e t o  B r ay  i n

t h e  d o m e .  T h a n k  yo u  t o
M r  B r e n n a n  W h i t m o r e

a n d  M r  A n d a b a k a .  

T h e  U 1 6 s  a n d  U 1 9 s
i n  t h e i r  n e w

b a s k e t b a l l  k i t  t h i s
w e e k .



SU
STAI

NABILITYfor Christmas

T h i s  ye a r ,  O L S  s t u d e n t s  a n d
t e a ch e r s  g o t  t o ge t h e r  t o  c o o k

u p  s o m e  c l eve r  t i p s  fo r  a
m o r e  s u s t a i n a b l e  C h r i s t m a s .

W h e t h e r  yo u’r e  i n  t h e  k i t ch e n
o r  t h e  g i f t s  u n d e r  t h e  t r e e ,
we’ve  g o t  fe s t i ve  i d e a s  t o

m a ke  yo u r  h o l i d ay  k i n d e r  t o
t h e  p l a n e t !



Green School ideas



SU
STAI

NABILITYHome Ec
S m a l l  ch o i c e s  i n  t h e  k i t ch e n  c a n  m a ke  a  b i g

d i f fe r e n c e  t o  o u r  p l a n e t .  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  d o e s n’t  h ave
t o  b e  c o m p l i c a t e d .

C h o o s i n g  t o  c o o k  m o r e  ve ge t a r i a n  o r  ve ga n  m e a l s ,
eve n  o n c e  o r  t w i c e  a  we e k ,  c a n  h e l p  r e d u c e  o u r
e nv i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t .  P l a n t - b a s e d  m e a l s  o f t e n

r e q u i r e  fewe r  r e s o u rc e s  t o  p r o d u c e  a n d  c a n  b e  j u s t
a s  n u t r i t i o u s ,  c o l o u r f u l  a n d  s a t i s f y i n g .  

Re d u c i n g  fo o d  wa s t e  i s  a n o t h e r  key  p a r t  o f
s u s t a i n a b l e  c o o k i n g .  L e f t ove r  ve ge t a b l e s  c a n  b e

a d d e d  t o  s a u c e s ,  s o u p s  o r  s t i r- f r i e s .
I n  H o m e  E c o n o m i c s ,  we  e n c o u r a ge  z e ro - wa s t e

c o o k i n g ,  w h e r e  a s  m u ch  o f  t h e  i n g r e d i e n t  a s  p o s s i b l e
i s  u s e d .  S t e m s ,  p e e l s  a n d  t r i m m i n g s  c a n  o f t e n  b e

r e u s e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h r ow n  away.



Christmas
-  &  -

merry

happy new year


